My brother went to sea a volunteer (I mean the Captain Edmond Eeresby), and was in all this engagement, where he behaved himself so well that he was soon after preferred from ensign to lieutenant in the King's own regiment of Guards.
September 28. I went to London with my family, and stayed there all the winter.
My Lord Halifax came this year into business, and was sworn of the privy council. He was soon after sent into commission with the Duke of Buckingham and Lord Arlington as ambassadors into Holland, but to no purpose, for the war continued.
My aunt Monson, wife of the Lord Monson (one of the late King's judges, and condemned to perpetual confinement and. degraded by Act of Parliament), being desirous to be restored to the dignity of Viscountess Castlemaine of the kingdom of Ireland, desired me to make what interest I could with his Majesty to obtain it. I got several friends to move the King in that particular, chiefly my Lord Ogle (then of the bedchamber, since Duke of Newcastle) and my Lord Arlington. In fine the King, out of consideration of the loyalty of her own family, was pleased to remove the stain that was upon her from the treason of .her husband, and to restore her by a particular grant to her said honour. For'the obtaining of which, she presented me with one hundred pounds.
I was informed that the King intended to make a fort at Burlington, arid to furnish it with stores and cannon for the security of collier ships and other traders and merchantmen that passed by that bay, which were often trapped by the Dutch. I immediately applied myself to the Duke of York to intercede for me to his Majesty